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8 THE CONDITIONS WHICH DETERMINE THE 


DISCUSSION . 

The Chairman said he also had seen it stated that traces of copper 
were harmful in a silver-plating solution, but his experience of the electro¬ 
lytic separation of these metals led him to agree with the author that a great 
preponderance of copper had to be present in solution before it would 
deposit along with the silver, at any rate to a harmful extent. He hoped the 
author would continue his experiments, and would try the copper-tin 
mixture, as this was of considerable practical importance. He would like to 
ask Mr. Field how he estimated the copper in the alloy when only small 
traces of it were present. 
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Mr. Field, in reply, said that other experiments were being conducted 
in the direction indicated by Dr. Perkin. With reference to the estimation 
of copper, this had been carried out by precipitation with sulphuretted 
hydrogen after filtering off the silver. The electrolytic method had not been 
applied as it only became necessary to determine the copper when in very 
small quantity. As moreover a large number of determinations had to be 
made, limited electrolytic apparatus would have prevented a large number 
being carried out simultaneously. 


